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Abstract. The pattern of industries, in terms of workers in any individual industry in
relation to total population, was compared with multiple sclerosis (MS) risk, as reported in
previous communications in Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Switzerland. A great number of
correlations with MS was found but, when intercorrelations were considered, paper manu-
facturing appeared to be the most closely associated with MS. The possible relevance of these
findings in view of the methodological limitations is discussed.

Introduction

The problem of a possible influence of
industrial factors on the risk of multiple scle-
rosis (MS) is still highly controversial. Var-
ious approaches have been used to settle this
The investigation of urban or rural origin of
patients revealed conflicting results [1-4].
Evaluation of the occupational pattern of
patients in comparison with the general pop-
ulation [5-7] or with control groups [8]
showed either no, or no consistent, devia-
tion. When the time course of MS incidence
was followed in defined regions over several
years or decades during which industrializa-
tion took place, some authors found a fairly
constant rate [9, 10] whereas a considerable
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increase was observed in other regions [11,
12]. Ecological correlation studies [13, 14]
also revealed no consistent picture. The lack
of association found in studies on occupa-
tion does not definitely argue against the role
of an industrial factor which might affect the
general population in a modified form, or in
combination with cofactors which are absent
in industrial workers themselves.

In a recent paper [14], an association be-
tween MS risk and industrial activity as a
whole was described in 3 of 6 European
countries, for which nationwide data on MS
morbidity or mortality were available. In the
present study, an attempt is made to corre-
late MS risk with individual industries as
generally defined by the departments of sta-
tistics in 4 European countries. The main
intention was to see if our previous finding






